


Rhosddu Primary School is in the Rhosddu area of Wrexham and 
first opened in 1878, moving to its current location, close to the 
city centre, in 1915. The school benefits from spacious grounds, 
including a school field, an outdoor classroom and forest school 

area. 
We are very proud of our school, where each child is nurtured 

individually to reach their full potential and be the best version of 
themselves that they can be. We take the schools vision 'caring –
inspiring – achieving' very seriously and this vision permeates our 

ethos throughout the school.

As a school we have designed our own curriculum based on the 
Curriculum for Wales Framework which was published in January 
2020. Our curriculum will enable our learners to develop towards 

the 'Four Purposes' which are the aspiration for every child and 
young person in Wales. 

Welcome to Ysgol Rhosddu 



Our Vision and 
Values

Confidence Creativity Determination

Kindness 
and 

Empathy

Honesty PatienceHumour

Respect

During the planning process 
these were the words 

that described what was 
important to us and the 

values that underpin our 
vision .

Our Values

At Rhosddu School our 
school vision is: 

▪ Caring
▪ Inspiring
▪ Achieving



The Welsh government 
has introduced the four 

purposes of the 
curriculum for 

Wales. These enable all 
children and young 
people to become:

• Ambitious, capable 
learners.

• Enterprising, creative 
contributors.

• Ethical, informed 
citizens.

• Healthy, confident 
individuals.



Introducing our Dragons

- I want to ask questions and work things out.
- I want to achieve.
- I can use numbers in my learning.
- I can find things out and talk about them. 
- I will use what I know.
- I can make myself understood.
- I will use technology in my learning.
- I can share my understanding. 
- I can use maths in the world around me. 

- I can be part of any team.
- I will use my imagination.
- I can use what I know to  create things.
- I can help others. 
- I will try new things. 
- I will be brave.
- I show my ideas and feelings in different ways.

Ambitious Aled

Enterprising Eleri

These have been personalised to meet the needs of our pupils at 
Rhosddu school. They underpin our whole curriculum.



- I will take care of myself and others.
- I can make safe and healthy choices. 
- I know how to keep my mind and body healthy.
- I will join in and show others what I can do.
- I will be active. 
- I am learning what is important to me. 
- I will keep trying and not give up.
- I will respect others and be kind.
- I know who to ask to keep me safe and happy.

- I know what is happening in the world around me.
- I can make good choices. 
- I will look after our world.
- I can say what I think and why.
- I understand the world around me, now and in the past. 
- I know everyone matters and should be treated fairly. 
- I will celebrate people’s differences. 

Healthy Huw

Ethical Elen



Keeping the Four purposes relevant 
for our pupils at Rhosddu School

It is important that all the children at Rhosddu School are encouraged and 
supported to be involved and invested in their learning. In order to maximise 

engagement, we have created symbols to represent and provide visual ‘hooks’ 
to help our pupils see how they are making progress towards achieving the 
Four purposes. They are referred to throughout learning experiences during 

lessons and are also used to celebrate pupils’ progress. Here are some 
examples of the images used and how these are displayed in classes 

throughout the school. 



Our Curriculum 
The curriculum for Wales has six areas of 
learning and experiences (These are called 
AoLEs), which we deliver through a cross 
curricular , thematic approach to provide 
interlinked experiences which we provide our 
pupils with ‘hooks’ on which to hang their 
learning.

In addition to these, literacy, numeracy and 
digital skills are embedded throughout all 
curriculum areas to ensure that pupils are able 
to apply their skills in a variety of contexts. 

To ensure pupils 
experience a broad and 
balanced curriculum we 
have mapped out a two-

year cycle. 



Six areas of learning (AoLE’s)

Mathematics and Numeracy -
Will involve learning through play 
and  exploration in the lower 
phases and applying their 
knowledge to independent learning 
experiences as they progress. 

Humanities –
Includes the subjects of 
geography, history, R.E, business 
studies and social studies. This 
area of learning is based on human 
experiences and covers the Welsh 
culture.  

Health and Wellbeing –
Covers the physical, psychological, 
emotional and social aspects of life, 
helping pupils make informed 
decisions about their health and 
wellbeing and learn how to manage 
social influences. It will include P.E 
and RSE (Relationship and Sex 
Education).  

Science and Technology -
Incorporates biology, chemistry, 
physics, computer science, and 
design and technology. 

Languages, Literacy and 
Communication –
Includes Welsh and English, literature 
and French. Welsh is taught as an 
additional language for children who 
don’t use Welsh as their first 
language.

Expressive Arts –
Incorporates art, dance, drama, 
film and digital media, and 
music. It will encourage 
creativity and critical thinking 
and include performance. 



At Rhosddu school we are passionate 
about creating a curriculum that enables 
all our pupils to embark upon a learning 

journey that meets their individual needs 
and enable them to realise the four 

purposes. All are encouraged to develop 
core skills across the six areas of learning 
through meaningful authentic tasks that 
both challenge and create excitement in 

learning. We aim to engage pupils in 
creating experiences that reflect their 

interests, talents and goals, where they 
are able to contribute to planning what 

and how they learn.

Our aim is to create a 
learning environment which 
is:
✓ Inclusive 
✓ Nurturing 
✓ Child centred 
✓ Inspires confidence 
✓ Collaborative 
✓ Accessible
✓ Challenging 

Our Curriculum Rationale 



Our Curriculum
What does learning look like in Rhosddu Primary School? 

The curriculum offers:
✓ A wide range of topic-based learning opportunities;

A new topic is covered each Autumn, Spring and Summer Term which rotate    
over a two-year cycle to ensure that pupils cover a broad range of subjects during 
their time in Rhosddu School;
✓ A skills-based curriculum which focuses on developing a breadth of skills, step 

by step through each Area of Learning (AoLE);
✓ A balanced curriculum. This is facilitated through a structured planning format 

to ensure curriculum coverage.
✓ A cross-curricular approach to Digital Compency, Literacy and Numeracy. Many 

AoLEs are taught in blocks, which we believe enables our pupils to make links in 
learning more readily. 

✓ Rich, authentic learning experiences to make learning fun and anchor theory in 
practice.

✓ The development of life skills, which are taught through authentic context for 
learning. 

✓ And celebrates creativity and innovation. 
Our curriculum is the vehicle by which we enable our learners to become 

ambitious, enterprising , ethical and healthy citizens. 



Our CurriculumCurriculum Maps are developed, to 
ensure good breadth, balance and 

coverage across each area of 
learning.

Teaching staff from each department then 
use this to create a topic mind map which 
provides an outline to the terms learning. 

A scheme of work for each AoLE is then created, 
ensuring coverage, which include:
❑ Statements of what matters

❑ Progression steps
❑ Four purposes 

❑ Teaching sequences.  



Our Curriculum and the 12 Pedagogical Principles. 
Our curriculum is led through the 6 Areas of Learning and Experience; 

encompassing the Statements of What matters and reflects the 
principles of Progression. It includes the required curriculum 
elements and teaches cross-curricular skills through the 12 

Pedagogical Principles. 

The 12 Pedagogical Principles of the new 
curriculum were created by Professor Graham 

Donaldson as part of his Review of Curriculum and 
Assessment Arrangements commissioned by 

Welsh Government. They provide the basis of our 
teaching and are used to identify pupils learning 
needs, match these to appropriate pedagogical 

approaches through our pupil progress monitoring. 
The process is then repeated termly to move 

children’s learning forward.   

We are on a journey at Rhosddu School to ensure that the good teaching and 
learning principles identified by Doaldson are represented well in our school. 
Subsequently it is our aim that the new curriculum:
✓ Focusses on the four purposes.
✓ Challenges pupils to sustain their efforts to reach high but achievable 

targets. 
✓ Employs a broad repertoire of teaching approaches. 
✓ Promotes problem solving, creative and critical thinking.
✓ Builds of previous knowledge and experience and engages pupils’ 

interest. 
✓ Creates authentic contexts for learning. 
✓ Employs assessment for learning principles. 
✓ Makes connections within and across Areas of learning and experience. 
✓ Reinforces Cross-Curriculum responsibilities including literacy, 

numeracy and digital competence. 
✓ Encourages pupils to take ownership of their own learning.
✓ Supports social and emotional development and positive relationships.
✓ Encourages collaboration. 



The principles of progression

The Curriculum for Wales gives us the 
opportunity to ensure that learners’ 
progress is the primary purpose of 

Assessment. We at Rhosddu school 
place an emphasis on creating a holistic 
picture of each learner’s development; 

including their well-being, readiness and 
desire to learn as well as the development 

of their skills, knowledge and 
understanding. We value the importance 

of ensuring a shared understanding of 
progress across the school and engage 
with parents and carers to discuss their 

child’s progress.  



Tracking progress
What does the tracking progress 

look like at Rhosddu School?

To ensure all pupils are making progress, we 
have developed a tracking document. Each term 

a dialogue is had with the class teacher.   



What does progress, effort and attainment look like?

Tracking progress continued ….



Rhosddu Citizens of the future
Who we would like our children to be when they finish their 

education with us:

- Kind and caring individuals who are able to be the best version of themselves.
- Confident to find their place in the world as a valued member of the community. 
- Independent individuals who know who they are, have self-awareness and who 

relate well to others.
- Tolerant, flexible and open-minded team players who are inclusive of all. 
- Are brave and resilient and have stamina in approaching life’s challenges. 
- Grateful and appreciative of life and value our earth, nature and environment.
- Excellent knowledge and the skills needed to continue learning for life. 
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