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WELSH SECOND LANGUAGE POLICY

1. INTRODUCTION

· This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning of Welsh at Rhosddu Primary School.

· It was approved by the governing body in the Spring Term 2016
2. WHAT IS WELSH?

Welsh is a living language and one of the oldest in Europe. A knowledge of Welsh makes the culture and heritage of our country more accessible. Welsh is taught as an additional language to non-Welsh speakers at Key Stages 1, 2 and 3 in the schools of Wales. It is a core National Curriculum subject in which achievement is levelled at tracked throughout Key Stage 2.

3. AIMS 

Our aims in teaching Welsh as a second language are to:

· make the teaching an exciting, interesting and relevant experience.

· use the language as naturally and everyday as and when appropriate in the everyday life of the school.

· help pupils achieve an acceptable proficiency in Welsh oracy, reading and writing, in accordance with the National Curriculum requirements.

· instil respect and good will towards the language and the culture associated with it by embedding Cwriculwm Cymreig into all curriculum areas.
· provide an environment in which all children can attain a measure of success through differentiation of support, task and teaching styles to cater for the auditory, visual and kinaesthetic learner.
· include Welsh second language work in all cross-curricular topics and to promote bilingualism in the everyday life of the school.

· create a Welsh ethos within our school.
4. ENTITLEMENT AND PRINCIPLES OF THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OF WELSH

Welsh is important because:

· it enables pupils to communicate in both languages in Wales.

· it promotes an awareness of Welshness.

· bilingualism provides a firm basis for learning other languages and encourages tolerance of other languages and cultures.

· it contributes to safeguarding the Welsh heritage.

5. STRATEGIES FOR THE TEACHING OF WELSH

In order to achieve the aims stated at the outset, the importance of creating a Welsh ethos within the school cannot be over emphasised.

Creating a Welsh ethos

· Pupils are made aware that Wales has its own language and culture.

· Welsh is given a prominent role in themed school assemblies and concerts.

· Welsh is given a prominent visual role throughout the school.

· Efforts are made to ensure that teaching throughout the curriculum has a Welsh dimension.

· One of the most effective ways of introducing Welsh as a living language is by using it in everyday situations and giving it a real purpose during the school day.

Use of everyday Welsh

· Welsh is used in such a way as to ensure that the children hear the language as a natural part of class life.

· All pupils take part in Helpwr Heddiw sessions every day where Welsh vocabulary is consolidated and further developed.

· Pupils themselves take the role of the teacher when they use Welsh in everyday situations: at registration, recording the date, counting numbers and using general commands, phrases and questions. This develops self-esteem, independence and responsibility.

· Welsh is also used daily in songs, rhymes, prayers and hymns.

The Welsh curriculum is organised into:

· informal learning which goes on through everyday Welsh during everyday class activities throughout the whole of the school
· timetabled lessons allocated for the development of oracy, reading and writing skills:

Foundation Phase – short, focused sessions throughout the week. 
Upper Foundation Phase – 45 minute focussed sessions throughout the week including enhanced activities
Plus daily 10 minute Helpwr Heddiw sessions.
          Year 3 – 6 = 1 hour lesson per week

Plus daily 10 minute Helpwr Heddiw sessions.
The mode of working in Welsh varies according to the skills being taught. Most lessons involve class teaching to introduce and consolidate language patterns, followed by individual, pair or group work where children have opportunities to engage in collaborative learning and role play. Pupils have access to listening to the Welsh language on a personal, group or class level through the use of CD Roms, CDs, videos, DVDs, television programmes and computer programmes. Pupils have access to Welsh reading books in class (Cornel Ddarllen) and throughout the school. Role play, puppets and games are used to build confidence and develop language skills.

In the case of teachers who are non-Welsh speaking, in-service training courses are provided by the L.A. Support and leadership is given by the Athrawes Bro and subject co-ordinators. See Peer Subject Leader’s file for details of courses attended by staff.

The emphasis in our teaching of Welsh is on communication, i.e.

· developing everyday language by using the language regularly in real life situations in the school and classroom.

· where possible, developing the language in the context of themes and cross curricular work.

Differentiation

· is catered for in terms of task, outcome and support in order to accommodate children’s individual needs and levels of ability and learning styles.
· Welsh is taught to all children, whatever their ability. Activities cater for the needs of those pupils with good language skills and also for lower achieving pupils as well as children with EAL.
Welsh is celebrated in display and performance including:

· display of written work and labelled photographs of practical activities.

· Welsh hymn and song performances.

· inclusion of welsh items in Christmas, Easter and St. David’s Day, Eisteddfod performances.
· whole school “Bendigedig” certificates are is given during assembly to celebrate outstanding work or behaviour displayed by a member of each class.

· A new incentive scheme is being introduced to encourage the use of everyday Welsh and bilingualism in lessons across the curriculum. Pupils will be able to earn certificates for their voluntary use of the welsh language and rewarded for their efforts. 
6. STRATEGIES FOR ENSURING PROGRESS AND CONTINUITY

Planning Welsh is a process in which all teachers together with the peer subject leaders and Athrawes Bro are involved, wherein:

· The foundation for curriculum planning is developed through a process of collaboration between staff to ensure consistency of approach and standards and is approved by Governors.

· Monitoring and liaison takes place between Welsh subject leaders in Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 departments. This is done through lesson observation and scrutiny of pupils’ work with feedback given to teaching staff.
· Planning has been adapted by using new resources and embedding the statements from the new Programme of Study in daily/weekly teaching. 
	
	YEARS 3 & 4

	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3

	Cycle A
	Commands/illnesss

/likes/dislikes/feelings

	Dillad/asking for things
 Gwyliau
	Disgrifio/past tense

	Cycle B
	Anifeiliaid/disgrifio
	Chwaraeon/hobiau
	Bwyd/asking for directions/Llandudno

	Helpwr Heddiw
	Sgil 1, 2 and 3 are covered during daily Helpwr Heddiw sessions – Greetings/everyday conversation /The Welsh alphabet / Weather/Personal information.


	YEARS 5 & 6

	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3

	OREN
	Bwyd
	Synhwyrau
	Bobl Bach

	GWYRDD
	Chwaraeon
	Dathliadau
	Gwyliau 


The role of the Peer Subjects Leaders is to:

· Take the lead in policy development and the monitoring of Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 plans and schemes of work, designed to ensure progress and continuity throughout the school.

· Support colleagues in their development of work plans and implementation of schemes of work and assessments.

· Monitor progress in Welsh and advise the Headteacher on action needed.

· Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for Welsh.

· Keep up to date with developments in Welsh education and cascade information to colleagues as appropriate.

· Liaise with cross phase colleagues and the Athrawes Bro.
· Organise training for staff.
· Attend cluster meetings in order to ensure continuity in standards across schools by engaging in standardisation and moderation of pupil profiles.

· Support Year 6 teaching staff in creating a portfolio of levelled Welsh work in Oracy, Reading and Writing.
Feedback to pupils on their own progress in Welsh

· Aims to help children learn by being positive and constructive.

· Is often done while a task is being carried out through discussion between child and teacher using formative assessment.

Formative Assessment

Continuous assessment is mainly carried out informally by teachers in the course of their teaching. Suitable tasks include:

· Pupil self/peer assessment.
· Assessment for learning strategies.
· Each half term time is given to revise areas covered, checking knowledge and understanding.
· Helpwr Heddiw sessions are used as a tool to introduce new language and assess knowledge of previous language covered.

Summative Assessment

Summative Assessment is carried out across Key Stage 2 where work in Oracy, Reading and Writing is levelled in accordance with National Curriculum outcomes. This is done by teachers twice a year in Spring and Summer terms. Pupils’ progress is tracked and targets are set annually during Data Dialogue meetings between class teachers and members of the data group.  Assessment is weighted as follows:

Oracy 70%, Reading 15% and Writing 15%.

7. STRATEGIES FOR RECORDING AND REPORTING
· Pupils’ written work will be recorded in books.

· Pupils’ reading and oracy work will be recorded at suitable intervals throughout the year.

Reporting to parents
Opportunities are offered to parents to discuss their child’s progress twice a year through interviews and annually through a written report.

8. STRATEGIES FOR THE USE OF RESOURCES

Resources available in Welsh include:

· Age appropriate schemes of work – books/flipcharts/games/activities

· Welsh fiction and non-fiction books.

· Computers for written work and recording data.

· Videos.

· Dictionaries.

· CD ROMs for use on computers and interactive whiteboards.

Information Technology is statutory in Welsh and can be used for:

· Recording work.

· Word processing.

· Listening/viewing audio/video clips
· Use of games and activities on CD ROMs from ‘Fflic a Fflac’ and ‘Y Pod Antur’ schemes of work.
· Recording and displaying data.

· Language games.

· Interactive whiteboard activities.
· Use of digital cameras/IPads to record oracy work and obtain evidence of role-play.

· Use of visualiser to model strategies in lessons and to share criteria.

· Research of Welsh people, places and events.  
9. STRATEGIES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF CURRICULUM CYMREIG

Pupils are given the opportunity to develop and apply their knowledge and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historic and linguistic characteristics of Wales across the curriculum. They listen and respond to the Welsh language, hear about people and events in Wales and enjoy Welsh music and traditions. The school also holds an annual celebration week for St David’s Day which includes a traditional Eisteddfod in Key Stage 2. Competition winners from the Eisteddfod attend the Wrexham St David’s Day Parade which is held in the town centre. Pupils in Years 5 and 6 visit outdoor education centres in Wales, Pentre Llyn Cymer and Nant BH, and the Foundation Phase department partake in annual Jamborees in Wrexham. 
10. EQUAL OPPORTUNTIES – MULTICULTURAL ISSUES

It is important to maintain the principle of equality of access to all, in every area of school life. There is no difference in the Welsh opportunities for any children at Rhosddu Primary School based on gender, culture or ethnic grounds. 
11. REVIEW

The Headteacher, governors and peer subject leaders will review this policy in 2023
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